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entrée Version 3.6.5    

Display Manufacturer’s Item Number Feature: 
 

You now have the ability to display "Manufacturer's Item Number" in all Inventory                                
Search screens.  
 

Why would you need the manufacturer’s item number? 
If you purchase from Dot Foods or would like to in the future this field will be used for those items. 
Also using the manufacturer and their item numbers on your entrée inventory items can assist 
you in the event of product recalls. Over 65 reports in entrée can print, group by and sort by 

Manufacturer ID, Manufacturer Name and Manufacturer Item Number as well as filter by      
Manufacturer ID.  
 

To add the “Mfg Item #” column to the Inventory Search utility:  
1. Click the Tools icon in the upper left corner (outlined in red below) of the Inventory Search 

dialog. The Grid Properties dialog box will be displayed. 
2. In the Column Configuration tab click on “MFG ITEM”. Then use the right arrow to move the 

column to the Displayed Columns list. Now use the up or down arrow to adjust the column   
location in the list.  

3. Click OK to save your changes. The Inventory Search screen image below shows the new 
“Mfg Item #” column. 

 

Note: Use Manufacturer File Maintenance to add manufacturers to the entrée system. Then add 
the Manufacturer’s item numbers using the Vendor tab in Inventory File Maintenance for each 
item.  
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entrée Version 3.6.5    

Create / Change Invoice Option to Show “Last Received Date”: 
 

“Last Received Date” is defined as the date for the last time the item was received                                      
into inventory. 
 

To add the “Last Received Date” field to your invoicing screen you must update the                                                     
Invoice Information Panel Configuration.  
1. Go to System > Preferences > System Options > Additional Features drop down list and    

select Invoice Information Panel Config. 
2. Then click the Configure button. Use the right arrow to move the Last Received value to the 

Displayed values column. Then adjust the location of the value using the up and down arrows.  
3. The bottom of the screen will show you a preview of the panel (Last Recv. is outlined in red).  
4. Click OK when done. 

Once the value is added to the Invoice Information 
Panel you will see the value for the item selected  
in Create / Change Invoice at the bottom of the 

screen as shown here. 

This image from Create Invoice shows the item  
selected above and the “Last Recv” information in 

the Invoice Information Panel below. 

4



 

 

entrée ®  NECS, Inc. (C) Copyright 2011 All Rights Reserved 

entrée Version 3.6.5    

Sort by “Check Date” or “Check Number” in AP  Enter Payables Options: 
 

For those who have the entrée.AP add-on module for entrée sorting by Check                                   

Date or Check Number has been added to the Vendor Invoice search dialog of the “AP Enter  
Payables” Search dialog.  
 

Use menu path: Accounting > Accounts Payable > Manage Payables > Enter Payables > Find 
the desired Vendor in the AP Enter Payables screen > then search for the invoice in the Payable 
Search - Vendor dialog. To add these new sort fields to the grid click the Tools icon in the upper 
left corner (outlined in red below) of the Inventory Search dialog. The Grid Properties dialog box 
will be displayed. In the Column Configuration tab use the right arrow to move the new sort    
columns to the Displayed Columns list. Now use the up or down arrow to adjust the location of 
the columns in the list. Click OK to save your changes.  
 

Click on the Check No. or Check Date column heading and the sort direction arrow will appear.  
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entrée Version 3.6.5    

Printed Picking Labels Support for “Box ID” Value: 
 

Support for printing a "Box ID" value has been added to the Picking Labels configuration                                          
in the Reports system. The purpose for the “Box ID” value is to provide a unique bar code number to                 
identify each box on a truck in a customer's order using a hand held scanner. “Box ID” is printed on the 

label as a code 39 bar code. Use of the "Box ID" value ensures that the truck delivers a customer’s entire     
order.   
 

“Box ID” field format: 

8 Character Item Number (right padded with spaces) 

4 Character Line Number (left padded with 0) 

5 Character Box Number (left padded with 0) 
 

For example, If a customer has ordered: 
2 CASE 10107 FRIES 
1 CASE 20300 KETCHUP 
3 CASE 10900 ONION RINGS 
  

For the order above the following “Box ID” values would be printed on labels as bar codes: 

10107   000100001    (the first case of fries) 
10107   000100002    (the second case of fries) 
20300   000200001    (the first case of ketchup) 
10900   000300001    (the first case of onion rings) 
10900   000300002    (the second case of onion rings) 
10900   000300003    (the third case of onion rings) 
 

To access this feature: Use menu path - Reports > Label Printing > Picking > click the Layout button to 
design a label > the Label Options dialog box will display. Click the Label Layout tab > in the Available 
Fields list click on “Box ID” and drag it to the label. To add the “Box ID” as a bar code click the “Add Data 
Field as Barcode” button (outlined in red in the toolbar) then drag the “Box ID” field to the label. 
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entrée.DOT Version 1.0 

New Support for 8 Tier Pricing: 
 
The Dot Foods Pricing Catalog has been updated to support 8 tiers of pricing.  
                                           

Although distributors typically use only tiers 1 through 4, low-volume pricing has been added in 
tiers 5 through 8 with tier 5 being the lowest volume/highest cost price while tier 8 is one level   
below tier 1. 

The entrée.DOT software module is designed for NECS entrée users who 
purchase from Dot Foods. entrée.DOT allows distributors to expand their 
product catalog to include all available items in their Dot Foods product 

catalog without having to expand their warehouse.  

Price Breaks Updated for 8 Tier Pricing: 
 

Updated the way tier pricing is applied when using Dot Catalog pricing. 
 

Price breaks will now be applied to all items using the Total Weight of the entire Purchase Order.  

Dot Foods Price Breaks, System Option #174 & Create / Change PO:  
 

Create / Change Purchase Order in entrée has been updated so that, if System Option #174 - 

"Use pricing from Dot Foods catalog when creating Purchase Orders" is enabled, the "Unit Cost" 
and "Extended Amount" values for all items will immediately be reviewed and recalculated when-
ever the Total Weight of the order exceeds the threshold for receiving a price break. 
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entrée.NET Version 3.3.1     

Allow Salesperson to Enter Pricing Below "Base Cost" System Option: 
 

The option replaces the 'Display "Unit Price is below Base Cost" warning.'                                             
system option. The new option expands the feature by allowing the option to prevent the entry of 
prices below the "Base Cost" for the item.  
 

To enable the feature sign in to entrée.NET as the System Administrator. Go to the Settings tab 
> Options button > scroll down to the Salespeople  section > find the 'Allow salesperson to enter 

pricing below "Base Cost" option. Make your selection from these options: 
 

When set to "Yes" and a price is entered for an item below "Base Cost" the price will be accepted  

without system prompts. 

When set to "No" an error dialog will be presented to the user and the new price will not be accepted. 

When set to "Display Warning" a warning dialog will be presented to the user and the new price will 

be accepted.  

Enforce Credit Hold for Salespeople System Option: 
 

This new system option for salespeople will prevent them from creating or                                                               
completing orders for customers on credit hold.  
 

To enable the option sign in to entrée.NET as the System Administrator. Go to the Settings tab > 
Options button > scroll down to the Salespeople  section > find the “Enforce credit hold for  
salespeople" option and 
select “Yes”. 
 

This option supplements 
the existing "Enforce 
credit hold" option which 
only prevents customers 
from placing an order 
and displays a warning 
message for salespeo-
ple. 
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entrée.NET Version 3.3.1     

Website Feature to Email Blog Postings to All Customers: 
 

The Website tab Content’s Blog feature has been enhanced  with the ability for                                             
distributors to email a copy of their blog posting to their customers.  
 

A blog is an online diary or journal. You can use the blog to post written information called blog 
entries about topics of interest to your customers. You can also add images to your blog entries  
which will be posted in your website’s blog web page. To access this feature: 
 

1. Click the Edit icon for an existing blog entry.  
2. Click the "Email to Customers" button at the bottom of the blog edit window . 
3. The email blog dialog box will display. Edit the text of the email as required. 
4. Click the Send button. All your customers with email addresses entered in their entrée.NET 

accounts will be sent the email. 
 

Note: If a customer does  

not have an email address  
in their account they will not 

receive any emails from    
entrée.NET. 
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entrée.NET Version 3.3.1     

Website Feature to Utilize 3rd Party Mailing Lists: 
 

The Website tab has been enhanced so you can add a 3rd party mailing list                                                                 
sign-up widget to the sidebar of your entrée.NET website.  
 

Why use a third party mailing list service?  
 

Third party mailing list providers, like Constant Contact, supply more than just mailing lists. They 

provide internet based marketing solutions with coaching, support and expertise. Thy have easy 
to use online tools and templates for you to use to create marketing campaigns that will grab the 
attention of your customers. Other services they may provide are: online customer surveys, social 
media  marketing, event marketing and more. It can save you time and help you easily manage 
your email list for your entrée.NET website. 

The new "Email List" button (see image above) on the "Website" tab is where you can enter 
the mailing list HTML "widget" code from your 3rd party mailing list system such as Constant 
Contact.  
 

The widget from your 3rd party provider will then be displayed in the right hand sidebar of the 
website.  
 

A sample of HTML code has been included in the image above. Your code will be copied from 
your account with your mailing list provider and may look different.  
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To access these new system options sign in to entrée.NET as the System                                                                      
Administrator. Then go to the Settings tab > Options button >  scroll down to                                                   
the ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD section and make your selections. 
 

GP Review System Options: 
 

These options are used to control 
the Gross Profit % values used to 
apply line item coloring in the "GP 
Review" tab in ELECTRONIC 
ORDER PAD.  
 

All items with a Gross Profit 
percentage below the "GP Review - Minimum GP %" value will be displayed in red. 
All items above the "GP Review - Target GP %" value will be displayed in green. 
All items between these values will be displayed in yellow. 

 

Enter the numeric values for both the "GP Review - Minimum GP %"  and "GP Review - Target 
GP %" options to enable these options.  

entrée.NET Version 3.3.1  
Updates for ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD 

Allow Salesperson to “Enter Route 
information” System Option: 
 

This new system option labeled "Allow 
salesperson to enter route informa-
tion." (seen in the image above)      
provides the ability for salespeople to 
assign "route" and "stop" information 
for an invoice when completing an   
order in ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD. 
 

Select “Yes” to make this routing      

option available to your Salespeople. 
 
The image to the right shows the new 
Route and Stop fields provided for  
your Salespeople in an order on the 
ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD. 
  
Note: This feature requires entrée   
version 3.6.5. 
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Larger Buttons: 
 

To make the ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD more user friendly the buttons in the application have 
been increased in size.  
 
 

Hide Gross Profit in Order Entry Feature: 
 

The "Hide GP in Order Entry" setting is set by the Salesperson in the Settings tab.  When the 
option is enabled gross profit information will only be displayed at the bottom of the screen when 
in the "GP Review" section. 
 
Why would you want to use the "Hide GP in Order Entry" option?  
 

Customers tend to be very 
curious about new technology 
and the EOP software your 
DSR is using for their order. 
They may watch the DSR use 
EOP and see your company’s 
GP numbers in the order    
entry screen and be upset. 
Hiding the GP numbers in  
the order entry screen will 
prevent this from ever      
happening. 

ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD  
 

The ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD is our first mobile app which interacts with the                                     
entrée.NET server via wireless connections. Any activity on your tablet, such as                                                 

creating a customer order, is saved on the server as the order is built. So if your                                         
tablet looses wireless access or powers down suddenly, no data will be lost.  
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Catalog Item Information Panel Upgrades: 
 

Modified the screen to enable the display of more than 12 columns.  
 

When more than 12 fields are active users may now scroll the contents of the information 
panel to see the additional fields. 

 

The "On Hand" field has been re-labeled "Invt. Qty". 
 

New columns have been added as available fields for the Item Information Panel:           
"Base Cost", "Invt. Weight" (On Hand Weight), "Gallons", "Cubic Feet", "Gross Weight", 
"Temp Zone", "UPC", and "On Order".   

 

Use the wrench tool icon 
in the Information Panel 
in the bottom section of 
the screen to open the 
Information Panel Setup 

dialog.     
 

Tap the Select Column 
to Add drop down menu    
to access the list    of 
available fields and add 

them to your panel. 

ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD  
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Catalog Screen Upgrades 
 

View the Catalog by Class or Brand as a Group or List: 
 

Now view items by Class or Brand in the "Catalog" tab in EOP. Control how items are         
displayed by tapping on the "Class" or "Brand" tabs below the item search toolbar.  

 

The "All Items" option has been removed and replaced by a view control option which allows 
the user to switch between a "Group" or "List" view. The default view is "Group" which      
displays the classes or brands defined in entrée. Just tap on a class or brand on the screen to 

view all items within that class or brand.  
 

Switching to the "List" view will display a list of available items by either class or brand. 
 

Examples of the Catalog screen: Brand by Group and Brand by List (front). 

ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD  
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Catalog Screen Upgrades 
 

Examples of the Catalog screen: Class by Group and Class by List (front). 

ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD  
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Catalog Screen Upgrades 
 

Expanded Item Search Features: 
 

The Catalog tab “Search by” feature now provides a full range of search options. Just tap and   

you can search for items from the catalog by "Description", "Class", "Brand", "UPC", and "Item 
Number" as well as toggle between filtered or "All Items" in the search. 

ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD  
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Search by Item UPC Feature: 
 

A new option to search for items by UPC code has been added to the Search drop down menu. 
This option is available on both the Standard Order and Quick Entry tabs for Customers and 
Salespeople when they sign in to the entrée.NET website. 
 

Images of the entrée.NET website Standard Order search menus for Salesperson (top) and   
Customer (below).  

Features in both entrée.NET Version 3.3.1  
& ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD 

Search by Item UPC in the ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD  (EOP), Catalog tab. 
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Date Filtered Standard Order Feature: 
 

This new feature provides a way to view a customer’s standard order showing                                         
only items they have purchased within the last 6 weeks by default. Time spans from 2 to 12 
weeks in one week increments are provided.  
 

To enable the feature sign in to entrée.NET as the System Administrator. Go to the Settings tab 
> Options button > scroll down to the Order Entry section > find the “Enable 'Date Filtered   
Standard Order” option. Click the drop down menu and select “Yes”.  

Once the Date Filtered Standard Order feature is enabled by the System Administrator it will    
provide control of the feature for each Salesperson (DSR) and customer in entrée.NET and for 
DSRs in the ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD.   
 

When a DSR or customer signs into entrée.NET they will go to the Home tab Account Settings 

section and find the feature controls as shown in the image below. 
 

The DSR or customer will check the box to set the Date Filtered guide as their default and use the 
drop down menu to select how many weeks will be included in their default Standard Order guide. 
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Features in both entrée.NET Version 3.3.1  
& ELECTRONIC ORDER PAD 

When a Salesperson 
signs into the  
ELECTRONIC ORDER 
PAD  (EOP) and taps the 
Settings tab they  will 

see the feature   controls 
shown in this image. 
 
The Salesperson can 
make their selection for 
this date filtering feature  
as shown here. 

Date Filtered Standard Order Feature continued 
 

Once this feature is set by the Salesperson and they select a customer’s                                                     
account in entrée.NET the new order guide option will appear in the                                                           
Standard Order tab Guide drop down menu as the new "6 Week Standard Order" option.  
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  NECS began in 1987 with its sole mission to produce top quality software for foodservice distributors. At that time, 
company president, Chris Anatra had determined that the software market was severely lacking in specialized      
software to address the needs of wholesale food distributors, especially those dealing with meat, seafood, produce, 
cheese as well as full line distributors. 
 

  The only products available at that time were needlessly complex, difficult to use, required expensive computer 
hardware costing into the six figures, and still did not meet all the needs of the foodservice distributor. 
 

  During this time period, the computer industry was beginning its move from large mainframe and minicomputer   
systems, to the more economical personal computer such, as the IBM PC. Chris Anatra, president of NECS, and the 
original developer of the NECS software, saw the opportunity to design a system based on the Microsoft and         
networking technologies available at that time. By adapting to this new technology early, it turned out to be a brilliant 
move that set NECS to become the leader in food distribution software. NECS was able to provide a comprehensive, 
easy-to-use software package, at an economical price. 
 

  Adapting to new technology early, and constantly providing new features for our user base, continues to be our 
company mission. 
 

  Over the years, the system has evolved into entrée®, a comprehensive Windows* application with more than 3  
million lines of programming source code. 
 

  To date, almost 1,500 wholesale food distributors have decided that the NECS entrée system is the best product to 
meet their demanding needs. Our large network of satisfied customers makes this decision even easier. 
 

  Foodservice distributors which run their operations on NECS computer software are more profitable and operate 
more efficiently on reduced staffs. This leaves NECS with an enthusiastic user base, who readily recommends NECS 
software to other wholesale food distributors. 
 

  NECS customers range in size from smaller distributors with sales revenues of a few million per year, up to distribu-
tors with sales approaching $200 million per year. The average size NECS customer has sales of $25 million/year, 
and requires about 20 workstations.  
 

  entrée and NECS Food Distributing System are trademarks of NECS, Inc. in the United States and/or other countries. NECS, Inc. 
may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, or copyrights covering subject matter in this document. Except as expressly 
provided in any written license agreement from NECS, the furnishing of this document does not give you any license to these   
patents, trademarks, or copyrights. 
 
* Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, Windows 2000, Windows ME, Windows XP, Windows 7, Windows Vista and Internet Explorer are either registered trademarks or 

trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. 
 

* iPad and Safari are registered trademarks of Apple Inc. 
 

* Dot Foods is a registered trademark of Dot Foods, Inc. 
 

* Constant Contact is a registered trademark of CONSTANT CONTACT, INC. Corporation. 

20

http://www.necs.com/



